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At the close of a three-day visit to Guatemala, Rep. Peter Kostmayer (D-Penn.) expressed to
reporters his concern over "constant threats and abuse" targeted against those who defend human
rights in Guatemala. According to Kostmayer, if the current deterioration of the human rights
situation continues, Guatemala could face a cut off of US economic assistance. He indicated that a
growing consensus exists in the US Congress to back such a measure. Kostmayer was the leader
of a seven-member delegation of US political figures who travelled to Guatemala on Nov. 22 as
a protective escort for human rights activist Amilcar Mendez. Guatemalan judicial authorities
had issued an arrest warrant against Mendez, encouraging acting attorney general Edgar Tuna to
request his extradition from the US, where Mendez was participating in a series of human rightsrelated activities. (For previous coverage see CAU 11/20/92.) Mendez, who heads the Runajel Junam
Council of Ethnic Communities (CERJ), faced charges of "terrorism" issued on Oct. 24 by a judge
in Santa Cruz, El Quiche. The charges were based on testimony provided by two campesinos
who asserted that Mendez had provided them with explosives. CERJ spokespersons rejected
the charges as part of a government slander campaign to destroy the reputation of human rights
groups. Mendez voluntary returned to Guatemala accompanied by the US delegation. Under an
informal agreement between US Embassy officials and Guatemalan authorities, instead of being
arrested upon arrival, Mendez was allowed to travel voluntarily to the court in El Quiche. After
appearing before the judge who had issued the charges, Mendez was released on bail. This is
the fifth court case which has been brought against Mendez since August in what the indigenous
leader has characterized as a systematic attempt to undermine his human rights work. Kostmayer's
declarations regarding the Mendez case provoked a harsh protest by Foreign Minister Gonzalo
Menendez, who characterized the statements as an "abusive intromission into Guatemala's internal
affairs." (Source: Agence France-Presse, 11/19/92, 11/22/92, 11/25/92)
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